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Late Blight on Potato Found in Carteret Co., NC
Late blight is a historic disease that was responsible for the great Irish Potato Famine in the 1840’s.  This fungal disease is favored by moist conditions.  Yesterday late blight was confirmed infecting a commercial potato field in Carteret Co., NC 
Rainy conditions favor this disease.  Potato and tomato growers are urged to thoroughly scout their crops and make applications of preventative fungicides (containing either chlorothalonil or mancozeb) for late blight.  This disease presents a challenge to homeowners and gardeners.  Most fungicides at stores will contain the active ingredient chlorothalonil.  This is the most active choice for home gardens.  You will need to spray every 3-5 days if these conditions persist.  If you have late blight and do not spray, unfortunately, your plants will most likely perish.  Untreated plants will also serve as inoculum for your uninfected tomato or potato plants and for your neighbor’s garden as well.  Organic producers should rely upon sulfur and copper treatments to suppress disease levels and reduce the amount of disease spread.  The KEY to late blight management is getting ahead of the disease, under favorable conditions there are no curative options once the disease is well established.  Most importantly, all growers, gardeners, and homeowners are reminded to SCOUT their plantings and fields diligently.  
Protective measures should be initiated immediately.  We will keep you up to date on the progress of this potentially devastating disease.  Please refer to the VCE publication on late blight for more information regarding this potentially devastating disease (http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/ANR/ANR-6/ANR-6.html) 
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